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Introduction 

The aim of this guidelines is to provide support to wine and aromatised wine companies for their registration 
to the U-label platform (www.u-label.com) and for the creation and management of their e-labels in the 
platform.  

These guidelines should be read in combination with the Q&As available in CEEV 
(https://www.ceev.eu/projects/digital-labelling/) and U-label (http://rec.u-label.com/blog/faqs) websites.  
 
 

Who prepared these guidelines? 

This document has been prepared by Comité Européen des Entreprises Vins (CEEV).  
 
Comité Européen des Entreprises Vins (CEEV) represents the European Union wine companies in the industry 
and trade (still wines, aromatised wines, sparkling wines, liqueur wines and other vine products). It brings 
together 23 national organisations from 11 EU Member States, plus Switzerland, the UK and Ukraine, as well 
as a consortium of 4 leading European wine companies.  
 
The development of the U-label platform was co-financed by CEEV, spiritsEUROPE and an IT company to 
combine cutting-edge expertise in the IT and digital field with an in-depth knowledge of the European legal 
framework applicable to wine and spirits products, which are at the very heart of the initiative.  
 
If you would like to learn more about CEEV or about this initiative, please visit 
https://www.ceev.eu/projects/digital-labelling/  

 

 
 

https://www.ceev.eu/projects/digital-labelling/
http://rec.u-label.com/blog/faqs
https://www.ceev.eu/projects/digital-labelling/
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Who should register to U-label?  

It is strongly recommended that the Brand Owner is the one registering to the U-label platform and creates its 
own e-labels. 
 
On the one hand, it is just normal that the Brand Owner controls and manages its own e-labels instead of 
delegating it to one of its distributor. By registering directly to U-label, the brand Owner will be able to secure 
that its e-labels are always active and avoid the critical situation where its bottles, already on the market, have 
e-labels developed by a distributor with whom the brand Owner breaks its contract.  
In this situation, it could be difficult for the Brand Owner to recover the ownership of the e-labels to maintain 
them active. 
 
On the other hand, when registering to the U-label platform, companies will be able to include their GS1 
number (GS1 Company prefix), an identification number key for the interconnection of U-label and GS1.  
If the Brand Owner delegates the register to a 3rd party, when trying to interconnect U-label and GS1 database 
for a concrete product (GTIN number), the interconnexion will not be possible as the GS1 Company prefix of 
the U-label platform User (in this case a distributor for example) will not match the GS1 Company Prefix of the 
User of GS1 (normally the brand Owner).   
 
In the case of imported products, it could be the importer to register to U-label. The importer cannot deactivate 
e-labels of products on the market as it will be his responsibility to maintain them active - his responsibility is 
already engaged on the label because it is identified as the Food Business Operator responsible for the food 
information.  

 

Registration process 

Phase 1 – Creation of an account 

• From the homepage of U-label (www.u-label.com),  click on the “Register”  button  on the upper -right side 
of the webpage to be directed to the “Registration” page. 
 

 
 

• On the “Registration” page, introduce a username, an e-mail and a password of your choice. The password 
will need to have uppercase + lowercase+ number + symbol to be accepted (all sections will need to be 
coloured in green). 

REGISTER  

http://www.u-label.com/
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After introducing all the information and accepting the Terms & Conditions and the Privacy Policy, an e-
mail will be sent by U-label to activate your account. 
 

 
 

• After receiving the activation e-mail, click on the “get started” button to validate the register. 
In case you do not see the activation e-mail in your inbox, check your spam folder.  
 

 
 
 
Phase 2 – Registering to U-label 

• After validating your account by clicking on the “get started” button of the e-mail, you will be redirected 
to the “Connexion” page.  

• Here you will have to introduce your username (not the e-mail) and the password you had chosen. 

• The “Connexion” page is also the landing page when you click on the “Login” button present on all the 
pages of U-label public website on the upper-right side. 
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Phase 3: Company and contact information 

• The first set of information to be introduced is the data concerning the “Company Identification”, the 
“contact” and the “billing”. 

• Under the “contact” section you will: 
o Have to introduce the primary e-mail of contact – you can use the same e-mail you used in the 

“Registration” page to receive the activation e-mail 
o May introduce a recovery e-mail, it is not mandatory, but it may help you in the process of recovery 

the password of an account. 

• Under the “billing” information, you can just use the information introduced under “Company 
identification” section.  
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Phase 4: Membership 

• Select the case “CEEV membership” and the national wine association your company is member of and 
include the TOKEN that your national  wine association has provided you. 

• Even if not mandatory, it is highly recommended to include in this section the GS1 company prefix to 
enable future interconnexions with GS1 data environment. 
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Phase 4: Subscription Plan 

• By identifying you as a part of CEEV membership a discount on the price of the packages will apply. 

• Select the package that adapts better to your needs. Each one of the 3 packages gives you a number of 
credits to: 

o Create a certain number of e-labels; and 
o Maintain active and accessible to the public a certain number of e-labels 

• The fees associated to each packages are annual and the prices shown are VAT excluded. 

• By default the payment tool (not the website) will register your credit card and will by default reconduct 
the contract. Should you wish not to have a tacit reconduction of the contract (for another year) select the 
case “not recurrent”. 

 

 
 

Phase 5: Payment 

• Before proceeding to the payment a summary of your order is shown whit the cost of your package, the 
start and end date of the subscription and the billing information. 

• Once you validate the summary of the order, you will be sent to the secured payment platform where you 
will have to introduce a valid credit card to proceed to the payment. 
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Framework 

In the framework of the CAP Reform, wines and aromatised wine products will have to communicate on a 
mandatory basis their list of ingredients and their nutrition declaration. However, under certain circumstances, 
this information could be provided in electronic form. The Commission will be empower to develop secondary 
legislation to set concrete modalities on how to provide a list of ingredients. 
 
In the absence of specific rules adopted by the Commission, the horizontal rules set in Regulation (EU) No 
1169/2011 would apply. 
 
While wine and aromatised wine companies (Users) could introduce manually their list of ingredients on the 
U-label platform to create e-labels, the platform integrates an ingredients wizard to facilitate the drafting of 
wine and aromatised wine products list of ingredients. 
 
The following guidelines are not legally binding and could neither be opposed against third parties or engage 
the liability of CEEV and its members. Providing information to consumers on the basis of this document 
remains under the entire responsibility of each company. 
 

Presentation of the list of ingredients 

1. Definition of ingredient 

• ‘Ingredient’ means any substance or product, including flavourings, food additives and food enzymes, 
and any constituent of a compound ingredient, used in the manufacture or preparation of a food and 
still present in the finished product, even if in an altered form; residues shall not be considered as 
‘ingredients’.1 

• Ingredients shall be listed as recorded at the time of their use in the manufacture of the food. 

• U-label platform lists all regulated ingredients for wine and most of the potential ingredients that could 
be used for the elaboration of an AWP. In case a User is not able to find one specific ingredient in the 
proposed lists, he could introduced it manually in the ingredients wizard. 

 
2. Language 

• All the declaration, including the heading, shall appear in a language easily understood by the 
consumers of the country where the product is marketed. 

• If the list of ingredients is uploaded manually, the User will have to translate it manually for all the 
linguistic versions of the e-label he decides to created. 

• If the list of ingredients is created through the ingredients wizard, all terms included in it will be 
automatically translated by the platform. When an ingredients is included manually in the ingredients 
wizard, the User will have to translate it manually for all the linguistic versions of the e-label he decides 
to created. If an additive is included using its E number, it will not be necessary to translate it. 

 
 
1 Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on the provision of food 

information to consumers (FIC) 

 LIST OF INGREDIENTS  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2011.304.01.0018.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2011%3A304%3AFULL
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2011.304.01.0018.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2011%3A304%3AFULL
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3. Header 
The U-label platform automatically heads the list of ingredients by the word “ingredients” that will be 
automatically translated, independently if the list of ingredients has been uploaded manually or created with 
the help of the wizard.  

 
 
4. Order 

• Ingredients shall be listed in descending order of weight, as recorded at the time of their use in the 
manufacture of the food.  

• The ingredients constituting less than 2 % of the finished product may be listed in a different order 
after the other ingredients. 

• U-label ingredients wizard proposes a by-default order for the substances selected, and the User can 
adapt if necessary it thanks to the drag-and-drop tool. 

 

 
 
5. Presentation of additives 

• additives must be designated by the name of the category they belong to, followed by their specific 
name.   -The ingredients wizard automatically prepares the presentation of selected additives. 

• When a wine additive belongs to more than one category, it should be indicated in the list of 
ingredients preceded by the name of the category that better defines the main function performed by 
the additive in the wine.  

 
6. Presentation of allergens 

• Substances or products causing allergies or intolerances - sulphites/sulfites, eggs and egg-based 
products and milk and milk-based products2 - shall be indicated and emphasised through a typeset 

 
 
2 The full list of substances or products causing allergies or intolerances is indicated in Annex II of the Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on the provision of food information to consumers 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32011R1169
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32011R1169
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32011R1169
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that clearly distinguishes it from the rest of the ingredients of the list, for example by means of the 
font, style or background colour. 

• Where several ingredients of a product originate from a single substance causing allergies or 
intolerances, the labelling shall make it clear for each ingredient concerned. 

• When the presence of a substance causing allergies or intolerance derivates from the use of a 
processing aid, it should be indicated in the list of ingredients. 

 

Wine list of ingredients 

1. General principles 
 
1.1. Wine processing aids to be excluded 

• Only wine additives as defined in Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 shall be included 
in the list of ingredients.  

• Added yeast and bacteria are considered processing aids and shall not be included in the list of 
ingredients. 

• Processing aids will be included only if their use result in the presence of substances causing 
allergenicity or intolerance. 

 
1. 2. Natural substances added to the must or to the wine to adjust grape composition to be excluded  

• In accordance with European wine sector Self-regulatory proposal3, natural substances added to the 
must or to the wine to adjust grape composition could be excluded from the list of ingredients. 
However this exclusion has not been validated by the European Commission and the decision to 
exclude them remains under the entire responsibility of each company. 

• These substances are:  
a) substances that adjust the acidity balance of the grapes and are naturally present in the grapes or 

must.  
b) substances that adjust the natural sugar content of the grapes:   

(i) For still wines: substances added to the must for enrichment purposes and completely 
converted into alcohol through the fermentation process. 

(ii) For sparkling wines: substances added to the must for enrichment purposes and 
completely converted into alcohol through the fermentation process or added to the wine 
through the tirage liqueur, and completely converted into alcohol through the 
fermentation process.  

• U-label ingredients wizard identifies the above mentioned substances and allows companies to select 
them for inclusion in the list of ingredients so that Users can communicate the list of ingredients on 
the basis of the rules included in Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011. 

 

 
 
3 https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-
ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/ 

https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/
https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/
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2. Particular rules 
 
2.1. Priority for the term “grapes” and “grape must” 

• The term “grapes” should replace the terms “must” and “fermented must” when used before 
fermentation. 

• The term “grape must” should replace the terms “concentrated grape must” and “rectified concentrated 
grape must” when used as a sweetener or for enrichment.  

• The term “grape must” should replace the term “grape must in fermentation”, “concentrated grape must” 
and “rectified concentrated grape must” when used in the tirage liqueur or the expedition liqueur. 

• U-label ingredients wizard automatically applies the above rules in order to avoid repetitions in the list of 
ingredients.  

 
2.2. Expedition liqueur – single term4 
The components of the expedition liqueur could be replaced by the term “expedition liqueur”, or the term 
“expedition liqueur” followed by the components therein into brackets. 
 

 
 
2.3. Sulphites 

• In accordance with European wine sector Self-regulatory proposal5, substances classified under the 
number E220-228 INS and substances whose use may result in the presence of sulphur dioxide according 
to Annex II, point 12 of Regulation (EU) 1169/2011 could be grouped together and replaced by the term 
“sulphites”. However this simplification has not been validated by the European Commission and the 
decision to follow this simplification rule remains under the entire responsibility of each company. 

• In case the User decides not to follow the simplification rule proposed in the Self-regulatory proposal 

 
 
4 This recommendations is based on the self-regulatory proposal from the European alcoholic beverages sectors and has not been 
endorsed by the EU policy-makers. 
5 https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-
ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/ 

https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/
https://www.ceev.eu/newsletter/the-european-alcoholic-beverages-sectors-deliver-a-self-regulation-proposal-on-the-list-of-ingredients-and-on-the-nutrition-declaration/


 

Page 5 of 18 
 

concerning the indication of E220-228 INS substances, it will have to follow the rules set in Regulation 
(EU) 1169/2011 and indicate the concrete name of the substance or substances used. 
 

 
 

• In the case of use of the processing aid “Ammonium bisulphite”, U-label ingredients wizard will only 
enable its selection if no other substance classified under the number E220-228 INS has been used. 

 

 
 
2.4. Gases and packaging gases 

• Argon, Nitrogen and Carbon dioxide should be indicated in the list of ingredients only when they are used 
as “packaging gases”6 as referred to in point 20 of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on food additives (OJ L 354, 31.12.2008, p. 
16).  

• In case Carbon dioxide is used for aerated sparkling wines and aerated semi-sparkling wines, it should not 
be considered as an additive but as an ingredient per se and thus should be indicated as such without the 
indication of a category of additive. 

 

Aromatised wine products list of ingredients 

1. General principles 
 
1.1. Base wine - single ingredient 
When detailing the ingredients of the base wine in the list of ingredients of the AWP:  

- only wine additives as defined in Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/9347 shall be included 
in the list of ingredients,  

- provided they have a technological/technical purpose in the end product. 
 
1. 2. Flavourings 

 
 
6 ‘packaging gases’ are gases other than air, introduced into a container before, during or after the placing of a foodstuff in that 

container 
7 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 of 12 March 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council as regards wine-growing areas where the alcoholic strength may be increased, authorised oenological 
practices and restrictions applicable to the production and conservation of grapevine products, the minimum percentage of alcohol for 
by-products and their disposal, and publication of OIV files 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0934
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0934
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0934
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0934
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It is recommended to use, for the indication of flavourings in the list of ingredients, the legal name in the official 
documentation accompanying the extract. 
 
1.4. Alcohol for dilution 
The ethyl alcohol used to dilute or dissolve colorants, flavourings or any other authorised additives used in the 
preparation of aromatised wine products must be of agricultural, used in the dose strictly necessary and is not 
considered as addition of alcohol for the purpose of production of an aromatised wine products. 
 
1.5 Added water 
The added water shall be listed in order of their weight in the finished product. The amount of water added as 
an ingredient shall be calculated by deducting from the total amount of the finished product the total amount 
of the other ingredients used. This amount shall not be required to be taken into consideration if it does not 
exceed 5 % by weight of the finished product. 
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Framework 

In the framework of the CAP Reform, wines and aromatised wine products will have to communicate on a 
mandatory basis their list of ingredients and their nutrition declaration. However, under certain circumstances, 
this information could be provided in electronic form.  
 
In the absence of specific rules adopted by the Commission, the horizontal rules set in Regulation (EU) No 
1169/2011 will apply. 
 
While wine and aromatised wine companies (Users) could introduce manually their nutrition declaration on 
the U-label platform to create e-labels, the platform integrates an energy wizard to facilitate the calculation of 
the energy values. 
 
The following guidelines are not legally binding and could neither be opposed against third parties or engage 
the liability of CEEV and its members. Providing nutritional information to consumers on the basis of this 
document remains under the entire responsibility of each company. 
 

Nutritional declaration for wines and aromatized wine products 

1. Nutritional declaration  
In accordance with EU legislation, to complete the nutrition declaration, the User will have to communicate:  

(a) energy value; and  
(b) the amounts of fat, saturates, carbohydrate, sugars, protein and salt. 

 
U-label platform translates automatically all the terms necessary for the presentation of the nutrition 
declaration. 

 
 

2. Energy value 
U-label platform Users will have to choose between 3 options to establish the energy value to be 
communicated through the e-label: 

(a) Enter the value manually; 

NUTRITIONAL DECLARATION  
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(b) Use the energy calculator; 
(c) Use energy average values from U-label database 

 

 
 
a) Enter the value manually 

The energy value shall be calculated using the conversation factors listed in Annex XIV of Regulation (EU) No 
1169/2011. 

The User could enter the value in KJ or in Kcal and the platform will convert the value into Kcal or KJ respectively 
using the conversion factor: 1 calorie = 4.1840 J. 

 

b) Energy Calculator 

When using the Energy Calculator, the User will have to enter the following information:  

1. Alcoholic strength by volume; 

2. Grams of sugars per litre; 

3. Organic acids per litre; and 

4. Polyols per litre. 
The calculator suggests an average content per litre  of organic acids and polyols. The User is free to use these 
proposed values or to adapt them. 
 

 
 
c) Energy average values – U-label database 

As an alternative to the calculation of the energy value, Users could use the reference data based on 
the alcoholic strength by volume and the category of the sugar content. 
Energy average values have been developed only for wines, not for aromatised wine products. They 
concern all categories of wine except for sweet wines. 
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3.  Nutrition declaration per portion 

• The nutrition declaration will be provided per 100ml. 

• In addition to the indication per 100ml, it is recommended for the presentation of liqueur wines and 
aromatised wine products, to indicate also the nutrition declaration on the basis of a portion (a 
drinking unit). 

• A drinking unit is generally defined as the volume of wine or aromatised wine products which contains 
the equivalent 10 grams of ethanol.  

 

Category of product Sub-category of product Recommended portion 

Aromatised wine products  ≈ 7.5% abv 130ml drinking unit 

≈ 15% abv 85ml drinking unit  

Liqueur wine ≈ 15% abv 85ml drinking unit 

≈ 20% abv 60ml drinking unit 

 

• When informing on the basis of a portion the User will have to indicate the  
o volume of the portion (in ml); and  
o the number of portions contained in the bottle. 

 

 
 

• If the User has indicated previously the volume of the bottle, the platform will calculate automatically 
the number of portions contained in the bottle. 

• The Platform will calculate automatically all the nutrition declaration relative to the portion and create 
the visual for the presentation of the portion on the e-label. 
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